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The EBM – Mértola Biological Station Association -, is opening a Call for 1 (one) PhD Scholarship in the areas 

of Biological Sciences, Aquaculture, Conservation Biology, Freshwater Ecology, complying with the provisions 

of the FCT Regulation for Studentships and Fellowships (RBI) and the Research Fellowship Holder Statute 

(EBI), following the Official Letter FCT/846/08/02/2024/S, approving the adoption of these Regulations by 

EBM. 

The PhD Scholarship will be funded by the project “Salvar as Náiades do Sul de Portugal – Uma Arca e um 

Programa de Reintrodução” supported by VIRIDIA, aimed at conserving critically endangered freshwater 

mussels in southern Portugal through captive breeding and reintroduction. 

 

 

1. APPLICATION 

The Call is open from 4 to 18 of February 2026, until 23:59 (Europe/Lisbon). 

Applications, and all the supporting documents described in this Notice, must be submitted online using the 

application form available at https://forms.gle/fUXf4tt5y2q59KNr7 

False declarations or acts of plagiarism by applicants will lead to the exclusion of the application without 

prejudice of other corrective and punitive disciplinary measures. 

 

2. TYPE AND DURATION OF SCHOLARSHIP 

Aiming to support advanced training, PhD Scholarship will be granted to applicants fulfilling all the 

requirements necessary to integrate a study cycle that allows to obtain a PhD degree in Portugal, and that 

wish to develop research work that allows obtaining that degree.  

The research activities will be developed in EBM which will be the Host Institution of the grantee, without 

prejudice to the work that may be carried out in collaboration with other institutions, such as CIBIO-InBIO/ 

BIOPOLIS. 

The duration of PhD Scholarship is annual, renewable up to 36 months (with possible 12-month extension). 

 

3. RECIPIENTS 

The PhD scholarship is aimed at candidates enrolled in, or who meet the conditions for enrolling in, a PhD 

Program at Portuguese Universities and who wish to carry out research at EBM – Mértola Biological Station 

Association, and others associated institutions. 

 

4. ADMISSIBILITY 

To apply for the PhD Scholarship it is necessary: 

• To hold Master’s degree in Marine Sciences, Aquaculture, Biology, Ecology, Environmental Sciences, or 

related fields; 

• Not have benefited a PhD Scholarship funded by FCT; 

• Not holding a PhD degree. 

 

4.1. Application’s admissibility requirements 

1. Curriculum Vitae (CV); 

2. Experience in aquaculture systems, data analysis (R), GIS (QGIS), and conservation-oriented research will 

be valued; 

3. Fluency in English; 
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4. Possession of a valid driving license; 

5. Academic degree certificates. For foreign academic degrees it is mandatory to submit the recognition of  

such degrees, or, alternatively, a declaration of honour from the candidate stating that concludes the 

degree recognition by the end of the application deadline; 

6. Motivation letter. 

 

Regarding the admissibility criteria described above, note that: 

 In the case of academic degree awarded by foreign higher education institutions, and in order to 

guarantee the application of the principle of equal treatment to applicants holding foreign and 

national academic degrees, it is mandatory to recognize the degree into the Portuguese scale.  

 The recognition of foreign degrees and diplomas as well as the conversion of the final classification 

into the Portuguese classification scale may be requested at any public higher education institution, 

or at the Direção Geral do Ensino superior (DGES, only in the case of automatic recognition). 

Regarding this matter, we suggest that you consult the DGES portal at the following address: 

http://www.dges.gov.pt. 

 Only candidates who have completed the cycle of studies leading to a Master's degree by the 

application deadline will be admitted. In case candidates do not yet have the certificate of degree 

completion, a declaration of honor from the candidates that they have completed the necessary 

qualifications for the competition by the application deadline will be accepted. The awarding of the 

scholarship is subject to the presentation, at the contracting stage, of the proof of academic 

qualifications. 

 

5. WORK PLAN 

Project Title: Optimization of Aquaculture Methods for the Conservation of Threatened Freshwater Mussels 

in Southern Portugal 

 

The selected PhD student will be integrated into a multidisciplinary research and conservation team and will 

develop the following tasks: 

 

1. Optimization of Aquaculture and Rearing Systems 

o Development and optimization of recirculating aquaculture systems for freshwater mussel 

maintenance; 

o Monitoring and optimization of water quality parameters; 

o Testing and refinement of feeding protocols across life stages; 

o Assessment of survival, growth, and general fitness of captive individuals. 

2. Reproductive Biology and Captive Breeding 

o Participation in controlled breeding experiments; 

o Support studies on host fish compatibility and larval (glochidia) development; 

o Monitoring metamorphosis and juvenile survival under captive conditions. 

3. Spatial Analysis and Conservation Planning 

o Compilation and analysis of ecological and hydrological data; 

o Spatial analysis and mapping of priority areas for conservation and reintroduction using GIS 

tools; 

o Contribution to systematic conservation planning exercises. 

4. Data Analysis and Scientific Dissemination 

o Statistical analysis of experimental and field data; 

https://www.dges.gov.pt/pt
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o Preparation of scientific manuscripts and technical reports; 

o Contribution to outreach materials aimed at schools, stakeholders, and the general public. 

6. WORKPLACE 

Primary workplace will be EBM - Association of Mértola Biological Station (Mértola, Portugal), with possible 

short stays at partner national and international institutions. 

 

Expect starting date: April 2026 

 

7. EVALUATION CRITERIA  

The evaluation will consider the merit of the candidate and their scientific background. Applications deemed 

admissible will be scored on a scale from 0 to 100 for each of the following evaluation criteria: 

 

A) Curriculum vitae (50%)  

B) Suitability of previous experience in aquaculture research (30%) 

C) Motivation letter (20%) 

 

1st Phase Classification = (0,5 x A) + (0,3 x B) + (0,2 x C) 

 

Candidates whose application is evaluated with a final score of less than 60 are not eligible for a scholarship. 

The jury may not award the fellowship if the quality of the candidates is inferior to what is intended.  

The jury will conduct interviews for up to three candidates, selecting the top-ranked applicants whose 

evaluation score does not differ by more than 10% from the score obtained by the best-positioned candidate. 

 

In the second evaluation phase (interview), candidates will be assessed based on the following criteria: 

 

D) Classification from the 1st Evaluation Phase (70%) 

E) Interview, for evaluating motivation, scientific reasoning, soft skills, and communication skills (30%) 

 

The final ranking for the scholarship award will be determined based on the weighted average of the scores 

obtained, in each topic, calculated as follows: 

 

Final Classification = (0,7 x D) + (0,3 x E) 

 

In the event of a tie, candidates will be ranked based on their scores in the evaluation criteria in the following 

order of precedence: Criterion D, then Criterion E. 

 

8. EVALUATION 

Composition of the Evaluation Panel: 

 Panel Coordinator: Professor Paulo Célio Alves, Full Professor Universidade do Porto, President of EBM; 

 1st Member: Manuel Lopes-Lima, Assistant Professor at Faculty of Sciences of University of Porto and 

Researcher at CIBIO-InBIO/BIOPOLIS and affiliated to EBM 

 2nd Member: Joaquim Reis, Researcher at MARE, University of Lisbon 

 Substitute member: Elsa Froufe, Researcher at CIIMAR, University of Lisbon 

 Substitute member João Queirós: Researcher at CIBIO-InBIO/BIOPOLIS and affiliated to EBM 

 

The Evaluation Panel will analyse applications considering the criteria disclosed in the Call, considering all the 
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appreciation elements. 

All panel members, including the coordinator, make a commitment to respect a set of responsibilities 

essential to the evaluation process, such as the duties of impartiality, declaration of any potential conflict of 

interest, and confidentiality. 

During all moments of the evaluation process, confidentiality is fully protected and ensured in order to 

guarantee the independence of all statements. 

 

9. RESULTS DISCLOSURE 

The results of the evaluation are communicated via e-mail to the e-mail address indicated in the application 

form. 

 

10.  DEADLINES AND PROCEDURES FOR PRELIMINARY HEARING, CLAIMS AND APPEALS 

Once the provisional ranked list of the evaluation results has been communicated, applicants who have an 

unfavorable provisional decision may use their rights to dispute it during the preliminary hearing phase, 

which takes place within 10 working days, according to Articles no. 121 and following of the Administrative 

Procedure Code (CPA). The final decision will be disclosed after the analysis of applicants’ arguments 

presented in the preliminary hearing.  

 

11.  REQUIREMENTS FOR SCHOLARSHIP GRANTING 

Research grant contracts are signed directly with the EBM. The following documents must be submitted when 

the grant is awarded, for the purposes of the contract: 

Copy of the documents of personal identification, tax number and, if applicable, social security; 

Copy of the academic degree certificates; 

In case of foreign academic degree it is mandatory to submit the recognition of master degree; 

Document proving the acceptance and registration in the PhD programme at a Portuguese University. 

 

The lack of any of the necessary documents to complete the contracting procedure implies the expiration of 

the scholarship granting and the conclusion of the process; applicants have up to two months after the 

disclosure of the provisional granting to present all the listed documents. 

 

12. SCHOLARSHIP ALLOWANCE 

A monthly maintenance allowance is granted (1309.64 euros/month), in accordance with the table in Annex 

I of the RBI (https://www.fct.pt/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Tabela_valores_SMM_2025.pdf). 

 

All the studentship holders are covered by personal accident insurance related to the research activities, 

which EBM will support. 

All studentship holders who are not beneficiaries of any social protection regime can use the right to social 

security through the voluntary social insurance regime, under the terms of the Contributory Scheme of the 

Social Security System. EBM will ensure the charges resulting from contributions under the terms and with 

the limits provided in Article no. 10 of the EBI. 

 

13. NON-DISCRIMINATION AND EQUAL ACCESS POLICY 

EBM promotes a policy of non-discrimination and equal access, thus no applicant may be privileged, 

benefited, damaged, or deprived of any right or exempted from any duty. This includes ancestry, age, sex, 

sexual orientation, marital status, family situation, economic situation, education, origin or social condition, 

genetic heritage, reduced work capacity, disability, chronic disease, nationality, ethnicity or race, land of 

https://www.fct.pt/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/Tabela_valores_SMM_2025.pdf
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origin, language, religion, political or ideological beliefs or trade union affiliation. 

 

14. APPLICABLE LEGISLATION AND REGULATION 

The present Call is governed by this Notice of the Call, the FCT Regulation of Research Fellowships, approved 

by the Regulation no. 950/2019, published in the Series II of the DR, of 16th December, by the Research 

Fellowship Holder Statute, approved by the Law no. 40/2004, of 18th of August, in its current version, and by 

other applicable national and European legislation.  

 

 

 

https://www.fct.pt/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/RBi_Republicado_2025.pdf

